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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the history, beliefs and rituals
of the Kuoy ethnic group of Thakon Sub-district, Mueang Chan Distict, Sisaket
Province; (2) social changes that affected those beliefs and rituals; and (3) approaches
to preserving and promoting the traditional beliefs and rituals of the group.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 10
knowledgeable elders or community philosophers, 5 community leaders, and 25
residents of Thakon Sub-district, Mueang Chan Distict, Sisaket Province aged 50 or
older. The research tools consisted of an interview form, a community survey form,
participatory observation and non-participatory observation. Data were analyzed
using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The Kuoy originally settled in the area of Phra
That Mueang Chan in the 16"-17" century, Buddhist Era (11™-12" century Common
Era), which is where Baan Mueang Chan Village is located at present. Later the Kuoy
moved their community to a new place, which they called after the name of the local
water source “Nong Tagon,” meaning “knee.” This name was later corrupted to the
present pronunciation “Thakon.” The Kuoy have the following beliefs and related
rituals: belief in Phi Buta (the spirits of ancestors who are the local spirits of the
village), Phi Tahaek (the guardian spirit of the rice fields), the ritual of propitiating
the spirits of ancestors on the new year day or Jasak, performing a dance and
ceremony for Phi Or-Phi Taen (gods that can bestow rain and good fortune),
housewarming rituals, and a ceremony to pay respect to the local Buddha relic. (2)
The social changes that affected these beliefs and rituals since 1992 were: on the
family level, the traditional custom of living in extended families changed to living in
nuclear families; on the social group level, the traditional groups were aligned as
family relation groups, but now most groups are organized according to community-
level agencies or organizations; and traditionally the Buddhist temple was the center
for community activities, traditions and religious activities, but at present some
community activities or ceremonies are organized by government agencies. (3) The
approach for preserving and promoting the Kuoy’s beliefs and rituals is to teach all
the children and younger generations the history and importance of those beliefs and
rituals as an intellectual heritage that their ancestors left to them, so that they will be
proud and aware of joining to preserve them, and to have the children participate in all
the rituals.

Keywords: Beliefs, Kuoy rituals, Thakon Sub-district, Mueang Chan District, Sisaket
Province
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